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CHAPTER 3: “IDOL DIES BY STEEL BEAM” 
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KOTOKO 
IWA- 
NAGA... 

















































































SHE 


SAYS SHE’S 

AIND HERE I KURO-KUN’S 
AM, BRINGING CURRENT 

HER TO My GIRLFRIEND. 


APARTMENT. 





I AM ie =e 










CURRENTLY 
ATTENDING 
YOUR AND : 
KURO-SENPAI’S 0 \ oF 
ALMA MATER, PcG J 





H UNIVERSITY. 


= | ‘AN , I MET YOU 

vel 4 7 | ZA}, , | ONCE AT THE 
|) (CNV [PR UNIVERSITY 

HOSPITAL. 



































THAN FOUR 
YEARS 
AGO. 


YOU APPROACH KURG- 
MUST HAVE SENPAI ALL THE 
HAD A DEVIL TIME, BUT HE’S 

OF A TIME COMPLETELY 
RUNNING ABSENT-MINDED 


INTERFER- SE- 
Poe AND DEFENSE 


SAY YOU’RE 
KURSO-KUN’S 
GIRLFRIEND. 


THAT’S 
NOT 
TRUE, 
IS IT. 






















HE BROKE UP 
WITH YOU TWO AND 
A HALF YEARS AGO, 

AND HE’S 24 THIS 
YEAR. I DON’T SEE 
ANYTHING WRONG 
= WITH HIM HAVING A Sx 
p NEW GIRLFRIEND BY /7 

NOW, DO your 74”) ~ 


O 
MAYBE HE 
DECIDED 

IT WAS 
TIME FOR A 
CHANGE. 


>, 


















I DID 
HEAR THAT \ 
KURG-KUN’S 








DESPERATE 
AIND ASKED HER 
OUT, AND NOW 
HE CAN’T GET f 
RID OF HER. & 
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FINE! 
BEHOLD 
THIS 
PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC 
PROOF 
OF OUR 
INTIMATE 
RELATION- 
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MORE THAN | yo 
FIVE YEARS. 
I WON’T 
FALLFOR | 
) YOUR LIES. | 







































































HE’S STILL 
A STUDENT, 
SINCE HE WENT 
ON TO GRAD 
SCHOOL. 


















































AFTER ALL, 
SINCE HE’S 
NO LONGER 
GOING TO 
MARRY YOU, 
THERE’S NO 
RUSH FOR HIM 
TO GRADUATE 






























































































































CONSIDER- BUT I'M 
ING GRAD SURE HE JUST 
WE SCHOOL. WANTED TO 
ay INCLUDED KEEP GOING 
THAT IN OUR TO SCHOOL 
MARRIAGE WITH ME. 






PLANS. 












































































































BUT YOU 
DIDN’T GET 
MARRIED. 








BECAUSE 
YOU RAN 


AWAY 
FROM HIM. 
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Nar cel | 
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HOW 
WAS I 
SUPPOSED 


SHOULDN’T 
HAVE SAID 






























































NO. IT’S 
7 NOT ENTIRELY 
ON THE Lyf , |r ACCURATE, 
OTHER HAND, . ‘re BUT IT’S NOT 
THE YOKAI AND LZIALL 
MONSTERS 
ARE ALL 7 
AFRAID OF | fh 4) 
| iS as 
i ‘ ve a! p\) SENPAL IS 
= RATHER 
HUMAN-LIKE, 
T HE 


IT WOLie by BU 
| DOESN'T 
BE DIFFICULT QUITE FIT INTO 


TO COUNT 


OF THEM. 


A SIMILAR 
SO I’D BOAT. 
SAY HE AND 
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SIMILAR fe Sj 
BOAT...? & 











































































































GODDESS 


OF 
00a TO THE 000 
BEINGS WISDOM. 













KNOWN 
A AS YORKAI, 
SS MONSTERS, 
THINK SI GHOSTS, 
OF ME AS . DEMONS, 
A SORT OF q AIND SO 
PRIESTESS WHO ON. 


MEDIATES THEIR 
GRIEVANCES 
AND SOLVES 

a THEIR | 

SN PROBLEMS. \ 












































PRIESTESSES 
AREN’T 
SUPPOSED 


TO BE DE- 
FLOWERED. 
































KUR 
KUN ISN/T 
CAPABLE 
OF THAT. 









































































































































































- PNYWAY THE || IE HE 

| PROBLEM AT 
GP h : cae AT HAND IS. || AGRESSIVE... 
LS a alata STEEL LaDy || /T WOULDN'T 

: ! NANASE. HAVE BEEN 
THEIR INVES- ee. 

4. TIGATION, oe 

Y ¢€ = THENP WITH HIM, 




































































































I WOULD SHE CAME 
LOVE NOTHING HERE TO 
MORE THAN THEN IS SHE | MAKURAZAKA 
TO HAVE HER SOME SORT TO DEAL WITH 
ped ae , OF MONSTER STEEL LADY 
TOR? ANASE. 
THEN NANASE, RECOM E 
TERADA- \ 
SAN 
WOULD 
BACK OFF 
THE CASE, 


TOO. 











THERE’S A 
DETECTIVE WHO 
REALIZED THAT 
THERE ARE STRANGE 
THINGS GOING 






HE DOESN’T 
BELIEVE THAT 
STEEL LADY 









NANASE IS A REAL ON IN TOWN. 
HE’S STARTED 
Soe INVESTIGATING. 


DON’T STOPHIM, | im J 
HE MIGHT GET IN ‘ fC 
\. PRETTY DEEP. Y 4 Te 


ANY 
DAMAGE 
REPORTS? 





Kt 
Ta 
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LADY NANASE 
IS EVEN MORE 
FEROCIOUS 
THAIN THE 
RUMORS LED LZ 
ME TO 
BELIEVE. 


WE 
DON’T DO 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT HER, 
I THINK SHE 
MAY KILL 
SOMEBODY. 
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SECC, SAU Vhs 20 VMSA UAAYA UA UYSUAARIOAN LTR UN GHATARUUAULALER RENE 














WE 


MUST DEAL SS) THAT’S 
WITH HER WHAT I’M 


IMMEDIATELY. i AFRAID 
OF. 

























WHETHER 






















































THAT SHE’S A 
ORA CAUSES YSKAI OR 
ESS ACCI- AN URBAN 
Avs ensy aac ee DENTS, LEGEND, 
WRITE OFF PEOPLE. HAS 
bats oo ANYTHING 
- 

we THE HO CIUENTSs LIKE THIS 
VICTIMS! 

MINDS AUTHORITIES sie Gu 
sss fO.Ger 
TRICKS. THE POLICE 

INVOLVED 


BEFORE? 











CURSES]JAND 
SRECTRES = 
: Tests 
A HAZY; 
"t Pepe MA HARDITOISAY4 
THE} MORE. WHAT, S$ TRUE 
EERIETANDINOAWHATES 
MYSTERIOUS! NOT: 
ey THESE 
EVERTONEIS VAGUE 
SORRRAIC INCIDENTS 
fATHEM WHERE YOU 
CAN'T EVEN 
SEE THE 
PERPETRA- 





THAT’S 


A GOOD SHOULD 
WAY TO 


DEMONS 
LOOK AT REALLY BE 
IT. CALLING 
SO MUCH 
A PROPER ATTENTION 
MONSTER TO THEM- 
IS MORE 
MODEST, MORE 
PRUDENT, IN 
ITS BEHAVIOR. 





moe” a fo 








STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
IS NOTA 

eee 

















HER 
” APPEARANCE IS 
s—/ THREATENING THE 

























tau . ae 
St ted rr hee Hoe: 


THEY 
TRAVELED A 7 LIVELIHOODS OF THE 
HUNDREDS OF VERY RESPECTABLE 
KILOMETERS GHOSTS AND 
JUST TO SEE ME, | MONSTERS WHO HAVE 
“acu” [aE ey 
TAKE CARE i a! al T ‘ 
il me " Ln el / 
a Ne 


ue Prey 





I TOLD YOU, 
















STEEL LADY 
NANASE IS ; 
WOULD NEV} NEWER: hee MONSTERS 
I WOULD NEVER HER MONSTER. Tae Cape 
way Sur ac ue EXISTENCE OF THEIR OWN 
PROBLEMS? 





BACKWATER 
EXCUSE FOR 
A CITY. 























AND WHY 
DIDN’T 
KURGO-KUN 
COME WITH 
YOUP 


BACK- 
WATER? 





YSKAI ARE 
SO AFRAID 


OF HIM, 
AND IT KNOW WOULDN'T 
HE’S NOT THE 

IT HELP TO 
TYPE OF GLY 
HAVE HIM 
TOLETHIS, pave 
UNDERCLASS- 
MAN GO OFF TO 
SLAY MONSTERS 





THE COLLEGE \ 
YOU/RE 
GOING TO 
ISN’T EXACTLY 
IN THE BIG 
CITY EITHER. 

















KNOWING YOU, 
YOU WOULD 
HAVE INVITED 
HIM. YOU WOULD 
HAVE TREATED 
IT LIKE A LITTLE 
VACATION. 


TeacTeD “EAH... 
Al HIGHLY 
INFECTIOUS 


MAYBE 
DISEASE. 


YOU'D ADD 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT GOING 
SIGHTSEEING 
WHILE YOU’/RE 
HERE. 


Ay 


U_& 


JZ 


aI THOUGHT I 


COULD FINISH 
THIS UP BEFORE 
THE DAY WAS 
OUT, SO THERE 
WAHSN’T REALLY 
ANY NEED TO 
INVITE HIM. 





You haven ' 


Ashe, 
firs+ ie 


HAVE SOME 
MORE 


COFFEEP 
TRY TO 
CHANGE 


THE 
SUBJECT. 










































































I'VE LEFT 
HIM VOICE 
MAILS, BUT 
HE WON’T 

RESPOND TO | 




































































































































































































































































wilS 
MISSING. 
I HAVEN’T 
HEARD FROM 
HIM SINCE 


Si Svs LAST WEEK. 
r= f = LE a BS? 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THIS IS THE 
LAST EMAIL HE 
SENT ME. 


I’M 
TELLING YOU, 
HE REALLY 
HATES YOU. 

















voice HE’S JUST \ 
LIES WON’T SO AWKWARD, 
HE DOESN'T /(q (O 
KNOW HOW TO 


EXPRESS HIS 
EMOTIONS. 





FOR BETTER 
OR WORSE, 
KURO-KUN IS 
SO MILD- 
MANNERED. 
HE WOULD 
NEVER ACTIVELY 
HATE ANYONE 
OR BE HARD 
ON THEM FOR 
AINY REASON. 






































































































































I’LL PROVE 
IT. I’LL SHOW 
YOU MY SECRET 
TREASURE— 
MY PICTURE 
OF KURG- 


ONLY HIS SENPAI'S 
GIRLFRIEND SLEEPIN 
COULD EVER FACE. 

TAKE SLICH 
A RARE 
PHOTO. 




















F cut 
F ost 





AND YET, 
WHEN HE’S 
AROUND 
HER, HE 
DOESN'T 
HIDE HIS 
FEELINGS. 


MAYBE IT’S 
NOT THAT 
HE HATES 
HER, BUT 
THAT HE'S 

COMPLETELY 
OPEN WITH 4-4 



















IF YOU 
REALLY 
WERE HIS 
GIRLFRIEND, 
HIS SLEEPING 
FACE 
WOULDN'T 
BE SO RARE 
THAT YOU 
WOULD FEEL 
THE NEED 
TO TAKE A 
PICTURE 
OF IT. 



































































































GLARE , 
OH ae 
REALLY? 









































Ml. yyhh Wo LDIDN'T | ee ° 
4 = \ mao | GET THE : 


/ WHEN IMPRESSION aA y 
IASKED \CS 










THAT YOU HAD A 
AROUND, SAPPY, CLINGY 
PEOPLE RELATIONSHIP 
SAID YOU WITH HIM, 
WERE LIKE EITHER. 


\ BROTHER 
= AND 
\ SISTER... 


















AND HE 
RESPONDED 
TO EVERY ONE 
OF MY CALLS, 
WITHOUT MY 
FAWNING ALL BUT YOU 


OVER HIM. DON’T HAVE\S 
TO BE ALL 
OVER EACH 
OTHER TO 
SEE EACH 
OTHER 
SLEEPING. 
















THAT’S JUST 
THE KIND OF 
RELATIONSHIP 

WE WANTED. 











THERE WHEN 


I WANTED 
HIM... 





I’M JUST 
WORRIED 
ABOUT HIM, 
BECAUSE YOU 
OBVIOUSLY 


NEED YouR 
) 3 Tha 
CONCERN, EX- in; 
GIRLFRIEND! } mai v . (LT, 
YOW RE NOT | i iL, | Hl ; ; | | 
IN HIS LIFE if 


























AF YOURE 
RIGHT... 


IT’S LIKE 
HE’S DIS- - 


APPEARED. hh, 


iA 


hyp \ 
Y 











YES, 
EXACTLY. 





BUT YOU 
MIGHT SAY 
I DO HAVE 
SOME IDEA 

WHERE 
HE IS. —— 


















































































































































AND 
7 ‘== BESIDES, 
< Ee NOTHING 
IF ANYONE ee 
TRIED, IT’S \ 
MORE LIKELY |r. 
TO RESULT IN: [M(x 
DISCOMFORT | te 
ON THEIR ||| 7 






PART. ; TT } 
































AS LONG 
AS IT’S NOT 
SOMETHING 

REALLY 

SERIOUS, 

HE’LL MAKE 
IT BACK 
ALIVE. 
































































































































SO 
SHE KNOWS 
ABOUT KURG- 
KUN’S UNIQUE 
CONDITION... 















SHE 


KNOWS, 
SHE MUST BUT SHE 
REALLY, STILL 
TRULY WANTS A 
LOVE HIM. RELATION- 
SHIP WITH 
HIM. 


















SHE'S 
DOING 
WHAT I 

COULDN'T. 





























I GUESS I 
SHOULDN’T 
MEDDLE IN 

KURSO-KUN’S 

LIFE ANY- 

I HAVE MORE. 

MY OWN 

WORK TO 

WORRY 
ABOUT 

ANYWAY. 













ut ( is i ag 


; | 


AND STEEL 
LADY NANASE te} LR 
IS NOT A JOB a“ - 

FOR THE < 
POLICE. 

















































































































































































PROACTIVELY 








INVOLVING YOUR- YOU 
SELF IN NON- PROBABLY 
HUMAN AFFAIRS SHOULDN’T 
WILL NOT LEAD MEDDLE IN 
THIS, EITHER, 


TO A PLEASANT : i Ee 


OUTCOME. /  ° Gi WN [Zo 7 SAKI-SAN. 





S35, 











BUT IF YOU 
HAPPEN TO RUN 
INTO STEEL LADY 
NANASE AGAIN, 
PLEASE JUST 
RUN AWAY. 











I DON’T 
THINK SHE 
WOULD CHASE 

SHE SOMEONE 
HASN’T DOWN JUST 
DEVOLVED TO KILL 
THAT FAR THEM. 








WHAT ABOUT 
YOUP CAN YOU 
DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT THAT 
MONSTER WITH 
THAT BODY OF 
YOURS? 
AND I’M 
NOT ONLY 


TALKING 
ABOUT YOUR 
LEG—THAT 
RIGHT EYEIS | 
ARTIFICIAL, £ 
TOO, ISN’T 
IT? 





S/S WHAT 










































































PLACES ME (/ Mi 
CLOSER TO 


rane 


ae 


ae 


ere 
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| WELL, \ 
/) THANK YOU 
J, FOR THE 

COFFEE. 












IF YOU’D 

LIKE, I COULD 

SEND YOU AN 
INVITATION Zi 
WHEN KURG- 
SENPAI AND 

I ARE TO BE 


WEN 












is 
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“1 
d) 


il 
Oh 
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BELIEVE I 
RAN INTO 
SAKI-SAN. 
I DID NOT 
PLAN FOR 
THAT. 
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) \ EE __ Fa \ 
== Be J 
7 He = 
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ZAgy (©) 
0" iy gy) 
YY Wiper 


fly, 

















ITISA 
LOVELY 
VIEW, 
ISN’T IT? 
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NWRAT S494 








NV OY 





















AND 
THERE'S 
NO TELLING 
MAY STRIKE 
NEXT. 


ONEP 


( , 


NOT 
THAT IT’S 
FORTABLE 


SPICUOUS, 
BEING 
BY YOU. 





















THIS TOWN 
WILL BE JUST 
AS QUIET AS 
IT’S EVER 





































































































gan | 


Ww autre Pilg 
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LAS 
cyte ey; o nae ag 
RELAX. ‘SKY * 





I’LL TAKE 
CARE OF IT 
SOMEHOW. 




























































































































































































MAYBE 
I’M JUST 
ON EDGE 

AFTER WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TONIGHT. 





WHY DO 
I ALWAYS 
FIND MYSELF 
MIXED UP 
WITH SUCH 
BIZARRE 
PEOPLEP 


BUT I 
DECIDED 
I WAS 
GOING 
TO STOP 
RUNNING. 
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I MAY NOT BE 
Ee ABLE TO ARREST 
HER, BUT AS SOME- 
—_ ONE WHO KNOWS 
ABOUT SPECTRES, 
I SHOULD TRY TO 
DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT HER. 















































































So] 
Sane | 





as 























FIRS 
NEED TO GET 


ACCURATE 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT KARIN 
NANASE FROM 

WHEN SHE 

WHS ALIVE. 











KARIN |: 
NANASE... 















































THE IDOL. 
REAL NAME, 
‘HAHRUKO 
NANASE.” NOT 
ESPECIALLY 
FAMOUS. 


ny 
~ age iN 


H 
PROBABLY 
GAINED 
SOME 
FAME 
BECAUSE 
OF THE 
WAY SHE 


BUT 
BEFORE 
THAT, MOST 






































a 
SCOUTED 


Te 














SHE 
DEBUTED 



































































































































OOHHH! 


THAT 
SPUNK— 
YOU UST GET HAVE GOING 
N\ BETTER AND J THEN FOR ME, 
BETTER! Ya | YOU HAVE 
NO EYE FOR 
TALENT. 













































































































































































































































































I'M SEEING 



















iy” THIS GRAVURE 
IDOL A LOT 
J SHE'S CUTE, ee 
BUT SHE JUST 
LOOKS, ne D UNNO.., Sy 
SMART. 
Ki 
LIKE SHE'S 
PLOTTING 
e SOMETHING, 
! ESPECIALLY 
THAT LOOK -_ 
IN HER EYES, 
i ; Anos Pe en ae ; 
iw nn = REALLY SMART. 
= 08 AN ff 7 THEY'RE LETTING 
ant HER DO MODELING 
OH, SO THE re AND GO TO SCHOOL 
CUTE FACE HIDES / AT THE SAME TIME, 
HER GORGON ON THE CONDITION 
PERSONALITY. THAT SHE GETS 
INTO A CERTAIN 
NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY. 
BUT I STILL 
ONLY HAVE 
EYES FOR 
A 5 eee NAT-CHIN, 
NANASE ge 
WAS NOT F 
NAT-CHIN’S Il 
a We ake 50 FLAT, ) 3 
im THOUGH. Hi 
Pay) 
St t c= oa 
= = 





















































































































































































































































| PLAYING... 


UNSUCCESSFUL 
GRAVURE 
IDOL KARIN 
NANASE?P 


IT! YOU'RE JOB! 
GOING TO 
STAR INA 
LATE-NIGHT 
SERIAL 
DRAMA! 


CHANCES 
LIKE THIS 
DON'T COME 
EVERY DAY. 





Late-Night Serial Drama 





























Treatment 





THERE’S 
A FILLER SCENE 
WHERE KARIN 
NANASE IS JOKING 


WE'RE STILL 
LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO 














AROUND, SINGING [xl-=. 
WRITE IT, SO ‘ AN 
YOU ANY gy 
MORE ABOUT BP 
/ we <= = 
ij T YET. e 4 
i] | yf! 














ww IF I WENT 
AHEAD AND 

WROTE THE SONG 
AND LYRICS 

MYSELFP 


Ey 


— 











amit HABE SHS 
HPS DHE 
i 


We 


f 
tt HOM 
SARITA 
t Hitt 
SA HEU 


Hee 
au 
LTA MIAINBLE 
LTT Th 

Wy 


ty 


onl gl REMEMBER IF 
WE UST USED 


WE FIGURED 
IT WOULD BE 


EASIER FOR 


PEOPLE TO 


YOUR NAME, 


AND 
YOU FIT MY 
IMAGE FOR 

THE ROLE 
Renee) 


Hy 
‘il 
‘ Had 


== HHA 
os ANIA 


AIT 





WHAT 
THINK... 

















































































































WOULD YOU 






















































































































































ALL I 
NOTICE I$ 
THE TEMPO, 

BUT INA 
GOOD WAY, 























Noy val : Bae 
ij i 5 


ny 


aul 


th 
i 
fim 
N 


wes gf 
ae 


puaaer’? 
os Cate 
LET'S hay, 
JUST USE \ 
IT FOR THE 


OPENING, 
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= 
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WITH 
MY FLAME- 
THROWER 
WELL 
COMBUST 
COMPLETELY! 


ie 
BURN) 


W/ 
v 
" 


/ 


} 2 .Y us 7 : j — 7 
JAPAN /BUNSEN BURNER LS i at 
< SSOCIATION: = f i , EYES: BROUGHT TO YOU BY... 














HAT: EVID 
Inia, 


ome 
~ z \- zi 


Gi vure y 
IDOL = 
KARIN | 
NAM SE! All 


ZLLD 


I’M GONNA 
SUCK THE FAT 
OUT OF YOUR 
BREASTS AND 
ADD IT TO MY 
RIDICULOUSLY | 

FATTENING PORK- 

BONE SOUP! 


NNGH, I’M 
A GONER.., 
MY CHEST IS 
TOO HEAVY... 
I CAN'T MOVE. 


rripryryp> b> 





pig 


ZB 


DON’T 
GIVE UP, 
KARIN 
NANASE. 


lly, 


FLATTY 
MCWASH- 
BOARD! 


WMTW 


CANT EET VS : SORRY I 
HIM TURN oe 
| : EAE eee SAID YOUR 
De-BON BREASTS 
PORK -BONE . | 
SOUP. 


Le Lynn 


ZA 


Yy 
%~ 


HERE’S A 
NEW FLAME- 
= THROWER. 
TAKE IT. 


lay, 


ll 















THANK 


all you, oe 
= wey || FLATTY NNGH) 






MCWASH- 
BOARD! YOU 
(| ALWAYS HAD 
SMALLER 
BREASTS 
THAN 
\. ANYONE! 











YOU— | \ 

WHEN md 

DID YOU | 

GET THAT 
FLAME- 

THROWER? 












ns antitasanas 


a. wires 
vy" b od 


i) y. aps Se 


Zi) 







WW 








Gi) 
v4 


ib 
HN 

Vi Yj 3107a rue 
4 Wane 





FLATTY... 
YOU WILL 
ALWAYS BE 
MY FRIEND... | 


TO BE CONTINUED... 


I’M THE ONE 
WHO TOLD 
EVERYONE THAT 
YOUR BREASTS | Nl oy becice 
ARE PUMPED iff eeu \| HER LATEST 
FULL OF el) WARN 
SALINE, 


BUT 


WE'LL : BE CLOSER 
BE BEST : Ne 
FRIENDS | UN he 


INKS?!) 
FOREVER THINKS 
AND 
EVER, 











THE 
DIRECTOR'S 


ECSTATIC, HE 
SAYS HE OWES 


AND YOUR pit THE SHOW'S 


BRILLIANT SUCCESS TO 
PERFOR- an : 


MANCE, 




































































wow, YOU HAVE 
AREAL CULT 

FOLLOWING WITH 
THIS SYOUTH! 
THE GIRL WHO 

BREATHES FIRE!” 

































IT DIDN'T 
aH He He, HURT THAT I 
THAT COSTUME NEON Re 
REALLY PACKS TO SHOW OFF 
” A PUNCH, TOO, MY RACK, 
eo § 
YS 











THE DIRECTOR 
PROBABLY DIDN'T 
EITHER, OR HE 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
LET YOU KEEP THE 
RIGHTS TO THE 
gONe. rpipnr 21h 
THINK THE 
[eps For THE . 
THEME SONG 
WOULD SELL 
THIS WELL, -_ 
i ee 
= st. _ === 
~ SS 








NO ONE 
WOULD EVER 
EXPECT A 
NEW GRAVURE 
IDOL TO EARN 
© MUCH IN 
eunsg ROYALTIES. 


IT WAS YOUR 
IDEA TO LET THIS 
TAKE ME TO THE 

NEXT LEVEL, 
MR, MANAGER, 


PEOPLE 
LIKED HER 
FOR HER 
AND QUICK 
SHE GOT WIT AND 
INTO THAT CONVER- 
FAMOUS SATIONAL 
NATIONAL SKILLS. 
COLLEGE 
ON HER 
FIRST 
TRY... 







































IFZXOU LOOK 


SHE ALSO 
SEEMS TO ’ ONLY ee 
; me RACK: RECORD, 
HAVE BEEN ON " \' 
/ ‘ SHE SEEMS LIKE 
THE RECEIVING | | yy ZA q 
| Pm KE os | | A SUCCESS, 
END OF SOME | — |] 
| . | BUT SHE NEVER 
JEALOUS HAL) / ies , ff GAINED MUCH 
4 gag Jf V/, 
GRUDGES— | 6D) : Y i 
ae : y, RBOPULARI TY 
POSSIBLY : : : 
OUTSIDE OF 
BECAUSE SHE whew THAT CULT 
ESTABLISHED FOLLOWING. 
HERSELF SO ! 
MUCH FASTER 


THAN OTHER . NO = 
NEW IDOLS. co ¥ \ 

















I THINK OF KARIN 










THEY SAID 1A TEC NANASEP 
SHE CAME TO THETEGAVE 
MAKURAZAKA STEEL LADY 
TO GET AWAY INANASEP 

FROM THE 


MEDIA. 


STEEL LADY 


L LADY NANASE Wiki 
— NANASE 
WIKI... 
SOMEONE 
EVEN MADE 
A WIKIP 


HAVE LINKS 
TO ALL THE 
ARTICLES AND 
BLOGS ABOUT als 
STEEL LADY Mt emp 


oceutt FORUMS. 


AND PEOPLE 
CAN POST ON 


The accident thaé. killed THIS FORUM, 
her Father AND START 


THEIR OWN 
DISCUSSIONS 
ABOUT HER... 




















The accident that killed _ 
her Father 


Karin Nanase had been suspected of killing her own Father 


karin Nanase’s father died in June of the year she turnes 19. 
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WAITING 
LONG? 














FRIED 

CHICKEN 
SO YOU TODAY? 
CAN EAT 

POULTRYP 


NEVER HAD 
TO DEAL 
WITH ANY 










































































youl a ER 
LU ASKED T 
OR cLAT 


SHOULD Atl | 
ARRIVE Me 




















JUST GLAD 
TO HAVE 
YOUR HELP 
WITH THIS, 


YUMIHARA. 





































































































ANYWAY, 
THERE WAS 
ANOTHER CLAIM 
LAST NIGHT. 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE HAS 
STRUCK 
AGAIN. 










































HE WAS 
WHITE AS 
A SHEET. 


























































































































ON THE OTHER 
HAND, IT’S NOT LIKE 
HE WAS TOTALLY 
HAMMERED, AND HE 
COULD WALK IN A 
STRAIGHT LINE, 
SO THE OFFICER 


WASN’T SURE HE’D |; 


AND —s— DONE THE RIGHT 
THAT'S THING. 
HOW THE 








IT WAS AFTER 
ONE IN THE 
MORNING. A 
DRUNK MIDDLE- 
AGED MAN 
icy 
THE POLIC 
a eG BOX IN NISHI- 
WOMAN  MAKURAZAKR. 
WITH A STEEL 
|| GIRDER = 
!) ATTACKED 
=) HIM 


NEARBY. 
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Ne 


f 
lie 


























BUT WHEN 
THE OFFICER 
FOLLOWED HIM TO 
THE SCENE, THERE 
WAS NO WOMAN, 

SO HE FIGURED 
THE MAN WAS 
JUST DRUNK 
AND SENT HIM 






















oN 




























AND I DON’T S 
7 KNOW HOW MUCH OF — 
THIS IS TRUE, BUT WHILE \. | 
CHECKING OUT SOME 
BLOGS AND MESSAGE 
‘a BOARDS EARLIER, I 
=| FOUND ACCOUNTS OF = | == 
=\ —_ FOUR DIFFERENT oo 

































ee ATTACKS THAT HAD 


eo IE THEY’REALL 
‘oo HAPPENED LAST 


TRUE, IT WOULD : 
ee BE VERY DIFFICULT ae 
eee FOR ONE PERSON E=? , 
POSING AS STEEL : 
LADY NANASE TO y : a. ok 
HAVE COVERED = ee eee 


THAT RANGE. le ee see é, ee 






















































































il 


al 


PETLETECOeteRt RCRA 











SHE 



















SO STEEL ATTACKED 
LADY NANASE ME ABOUT 20 
REALLY IS KILOMETERS* 
PHANTOM-LIKE WA i FROM NISHI- 
IN HER ABILITY ee A MAKURAZAKA. 
TO MATERIALIZE , ff 
IN FAR-OFF 
PLACES. 


*ABOUT 12 MILES 





IF THERE'S 
MORE THAN ONE 
OF HER, THEN 
THE Arey 
OF THIS BEING 
THERE HAVE AN ORGANIZED 


BEEN SO MANY crin—E BECOMES 
SIGHTINGS THAT ORE aD MORE 


THERE’S EVEN A 

WIKI DEDICATED Beno ese 

TO ALL THINGS 
STEEL LADY 

NANASE. 












THE STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE 
WIKI... 


APPEARS THAT 
UNVERIFIED 
INFORMATION 
IS ONLY 
CONTRIBUTING 
TO THE CHAOS. 








FOR 
A Guy LIKE 
ME WHO’/S 
GATHERING 
INFO ON THIS, 
IT’S PRETTY 
HELPFUL. 


BUT YOU 
COULD ALSO 
SAY IT’S PROOF 
THAT STEEL LADY 
NANASE IS MAKING 
HER PRESENCE 


THE WEBSITE 
SEEMS LIKE IT’S 
(ee) 


GANIZING ALL 
THE FACTS. 


WE’RE 
GETTING 
A CLEARER 
PICTURE OF 
THIS “GHOST,” 

AND THAT’S 
IT’S NOT A 
PROBABLY GOOD 
EXACTLY SIGN. 





TERADA- 
SAN. 








HAVE YOU ° 
COMPLETELY 
RULED OUT 
THE IDEA THAT 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE MIGHT 
ACTUALLY BE 


COME BACK | | 
TO HALINT . A GHOSTP 


THE LIVING. 










I'D NEVER 
eto 
UNTI IED | 
TOWN. HOWEVER, rai 
| AFTER DOING A was 
| QUICK SEARCH ON a 
eee eee | HER, I DID LEARN 
aS 25 THAT SHE WASN'T 
JUST SOME STUPID 
AIRHEAD OF AGIRL. Bex: 
















A GIRL LIKE 


THAT DIES BEFORE CONTRARY, 









REACHING HER I GOT THE 

GOALS? YEAH, FEELING IT 
I CAN SEE HER WAS HER OWN 

LEAVING BEHIND AMBITIONS 
SOME BAD DRIVING HER 









VIBES. TO THE TOP. 






































AT AGE 


19, KARIN 
ed NaNFse 








FEZ \\. \G] APARTMENT WAS ON 
_&& IW \ THE RISE. 
ROSS SS ; = 


in A 


























I'LL KEEP i; SH REPORTERS |... 
WORKING HARD, \i-.8° Oe 
IT'S WHAT HE =.” | HER ABOUT |: 
WOULD HAVE =f |, \\\ IT SHE 
WANTED. Py Ne AVE] GAVE THE 
& | SORT OF 
COMMENTS 
FAINYONE 
WOULD 
























































+0 AND KEPT 
APPEARING 
ON TV AS 
USUAL. 











« SUDDENLY, 
PEOPLE | BUT AT 


SARI Ee | THE END OF 
# ABOUT HER | 
1 =©FATHER’S 
DEATH. 















































SHE MAY 
HAVE 
ALSO 
WANTED 
THE IN- 
60 SHE SURANCE 
KILLED | MONEY. 
HIM AND 
MADE IT 
LOOK 
LIKE AN 
ACCIDENT. 


HARUKO 
LOOKS 
AT ME LIKE 


PROUD OF 
HOW MUCH 
SMARTER 
SHE /6.., 











FOR 
STOPPING FATHER... 
HIS WORK 

AND RELYING 

ON HIS 
DAUGHTER 
AFTER HER 

SUCCESS AS 
AN IDOL. 


AT AROUND 
A MONTH 
PRIOR TO 

HIS DEATH, 

HER FATHER 
HAD BEEN 

COMPLAINING 

TO A FRIEND 
































\ 








THEY SAY 


\ 








THAT ABOUT 
FIVE MONTHS 
AFTER HIS 


1) Reel like Hauke wants 40 al wre a 





V ead AWs nore, 





DEATH, THEY 


By Ave Awe Worl 
ak no dows Whar she wil wale 





DISCOVERED 
A NOTE IN HER 
FATHER’S 
HANDWRITING 
THAT TOLD 
OF HER 
MURDEROUS 
INTENT. 








yndeved WE 
Teese Ko AoW We Ww NOMA 

















MSY YS YVAA YS 
WW PYLE SY N 
SRG MY 


a THe 
AND THE TORY 
TABLOIDS SPREAD 
AND Gossip ACROSS 
PAPERS THE 
TOOK UP INTERNET. 
THE STORY 
ALMOST 
IMMEDIATELY. 


‘ i $0 IT LOOKS 
IT STARTED a = == : LIKE KARIN NANASE 
WHEN THEIR aH HAS AN OLDER 
MOTHER DIED A SISTER, BUT THEY 


FEW DAYS AFTER ON'T GET ALONG, 
SHE WAS BORN, . ‘THE 


THE RUMORS 


THEY THINK en eee an A SPREAD 
THEY CAN ~ bg GETTING MORE 
WRITE THIS la ARR VA = EXAGGERATED 
GARBAGE?! Ge GSD SG NA AS THEY GOT 
iD GX tL zZ AROUND. 

















SOME OTHER 
AGENCY MUST 
BE SPREADING 
THESE RUMORS. 



































NEVER WOULD 
HAVE MADE 
THIS MANY 
HEADLINES. 




































































A LOT OF we Sas 
STRUGGLING wes 
MODELS ARE a 

THINKING SHE'D ae 
BE NO DIFFERENT 


THAN THEM IF 



















































































































THEY NOT FOR THAT 
JUST GOT - Bak o 
LUCKY. THERE'S 
pete NO PROOF 
mn HATE HER, : 
Bene 
i ! / 
IT'S POSSIBLE 
| THAT SOME OF 
aa & THEM ARE SAYING 
ONLY PROLONG THE THINGS ABOUT HER 
AGONY, ALL WE CAN ON THE INTERNET, 
DO IS WAIT FOR IT AND THE RUMORS 
TO BLOW OVER, ARE SPREADING 
FROM THERE, 

















































































GO SOME- 
WHERE FAR 
AWAY AND 
TAKE A LITTLE 
BREAK 
IF ANYONE 
CAN MAKE 
T THROUGH 
THIS, IT’ 
YOU, | | 








Lf 













YOU 
Ib DON’T NEED 
MAKE MY TO TELL ME. 
COMEBACK I'D ALREADY 
BEFORE YOU PLANNED TO DO 
KNOW IT. YOU JUST THAT. 
JUST GO FIND 
SOME WORK 
FOR ME TO 
COME BACK 
TO. 










| SO KARIN 
| NANASE 





STAYING IN 
ae HOTELS IN 
ONE SMALL 
























CITY AFTER 0 
AND ANOTHER. 
IN LATE 
JANUARY, y 
SHE 
CHECKED 9 
o>| INTOA G i 
HOTEL IN Pili | I 
MAKURA- ao ONE ll ° 
0) AKA, ° ye Catch you later, dweebs 































































































KNOW ABOUT 
ER SUCCESS 


ALL COMES 
FROM PUBLIC 
OPINION AND 

UNRELIABLE 

RUMORS. AS 







I CAN’T 
BLAME HER 


























LITTLE DID 

SHE KNOW 

THAT SHE 

WAS DESTINED 

TO DIE NEAR 
THAT HOTEL 
ONLY A FEW 
DAYS LATER. 


CREDIBLE 

SOURCES 

I COULD 
FIND. 


BUT JUST 
THE FACT 
THAT SHE'S 
AN IDOL 
MEANS YOU 
| CAN'T TRUST 
| EVERYTHING 
YOU READ. 


IT MIGHT 
BEA 
STRETCH 
TO LOOK 
FOR THE 
TRUTH 
THERE. 





THE SUSPICIONS \ 
ABOUT HER FATHER’S 

































I’M SURE DEATH WERE NEVER 
nee CLEARED UP, 
OCKEE AND THE PEOPLE 
Hace tO WHO STIRRED 
ects IT UP AREN’T 
TAKING A LICK OF 






NAME OLIT 
FOR TURNING 
INTO ANANGRY THERE. 
GHOST AND 
ATTACKING THE 
PUBLIC INDIS- 
CRIMINATELY. 


2 RESPONSIBILITY. 













































I’M NOT 
DENYING 
THE EXIS- 
TENCE OF 
GHOSTS. 














(| AGREED. 





I BELIEVE 
IN SPIRITS— 
I MAKE SURE 
TO VISIT MY 
LOVED ONES’ 


GRAVES EVERY 
| YEAR FOR a 


BELIEVE IN 
GHOSTS. 





























REASON. 








AND IF IT WERE 
JUST A MATTER OF 
sit KARIN NANASE’S 
SPIRIT HANGING 
STEELLADY — AROUND THE SCENE 
SOMETHING OF HER DEATH, I 
ENTIRELY WOULD HAVE BELIEVED 
DIFFERENT. THAT, TOO. 

















FACE IS DRESS. 
SMASHED 


IN, SHE’S 
SWINGS 
AROUND 


A STEEL 
GIRDER. 


THEORETI- 
CALLY, THE 
PUBLIC DROVE 
HER TO HER 
DEATH, BUT 
EVERY DETAIL 





IT DOESNT 
MAKE SENSE 
AND IN THAT A GIRL 
THAT CASE, WHO IS NOW 
THERE HAS HAUNTING THE 
TO BE SOME- PUBLIC OUT OF 
THING BEHIND HATRED WOULD 
IT—SOMETHING DRESS LIKE 
THAT HAS THAT. 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH WHAT 
KARIN NANASE 
WANTS. 
































RIGHT! 







IT 18 WEIRD. 
LOGICALLY, IF STEEL 
LADY NANASE WERE 
AN ANGRY SPIRIT; 
SHE WOULDN'T BE 
PANDERING TO THE 
MASSES LIKE THIS. 


A 




















LADY 
NANASE 
REALLY 
IS A 
BUT GHOST. 
CONSIDERING 
THE FACTS, 
IT’S GOING 
TO BE NEARLY 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO CONVINCE 
TERADA-SAN. 











































= AND Ve =f — I’M Vand | 
o : =| FA GUESS HERE... 
in acre =| BUT DID THIS 
=| BEHAVIOR OR |: SSE SEX-BOYFRIEND” | 
= SOMETHING? /: | OF YOURS... /: 


DIE AND 
COME TO 
YOU AS A 
GHOST? 





HE’S 
HAVING A 
GRAND OLD 
TIME WITH 
HIS NEW 
GIRLFRIEND. 


EVEN IF HE 
WERE A GHOST, 
I DON’T THINK 

HE’D COME 

TO SEE ME. 


y SORRY FOR 
GETTING SO 
EMOTIONAL. 


we THAT THE 
REASON WE’RE 
HAVING THESE 
STEEL LADY IN- ff — 
CIDENTS IS THAT [Lee [PW on CONSIDER 
KARIN NANASE’S 7 THE POS- 
“ACCIDENT” WAS } —\ SIBILITY... 
ACTUALLY 
A MURDER. 











































































































YES, SIR. 
THAT WILL 

BE NO 
PROBLEM. 













































































I CAN GET THE 
, CASE FILES FROM 
YOU'D BE KARIN NANASE’S 
DOING ME A DEATH FROM MY 
BIG FAVOR IF FRIENDS IN THAT 
YOU'D LOOK JURISDICTION. 
THEM OVER AND 
FILL ME IN ON 
THE IMPORTANT 

















oa} 
my 


M 


| 
fl 


S . — 


mAs 
Ft PAUSE 


I KNOW 

A GOOD 

YAKITORI 
PLACE. 


w YOU 
WANNA 
GO 
SOME- 
TIME? 








YES, 
I WOULD 
, LIKE THAT. 













WECANHAVE jia@mSs | Wi .. 
A NICE LONG \ as 
TALK ABOUT wea = 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE, TOO. 














IT REALLY 
IS TIME 
FOR ME TO 
MOVE ON. 







































































KURO-KUN 
IS DATING 
SOMEONE 
THAT’S NOT 
HIS TYPE, 
AFTER ALL. 
















































FIND TO 
START, IT 
WOULDN'T BE 
ABAD THING 
TO GET OVER 
MY FOOD 
PREJUDICES. 
































WHAT’S 





A GIRL 
TO DO... 













HEY. 
THE GIRL 
WHO CAME 
INAROUND 
SIX DOESN’T 
MIDDLE SEEM LIKE 
SCHOOL SHELL BE 
STUDENTS LEAVING 
me AREN’T ANY TIME 
ALLOWED SOON. 
TO BE HERE 
AFTER SEVEN, 
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EXTREME GROWTH HORMONE 


SUPPLEMENT 


VAD 
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wig) 
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yyy NY 
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OH MY, 
THIS IS A 
PREDICR- 



































I SHOULD BE 
ESPECIALLY IF , ABLE TO TALK 
SHE’S STRONG f/f 3 TO HER EVEN IF 
ENOUGH TO KILL oe SHE IS H GHOST. 
A PERSON—IT’S / ‘ NORMEPLLY, 
ONLY LOGICAL NAN (CO 7 yy I SHOULD BE 
THAT SHE WOULD ) ROS 


ABLE TO 
HAVE A CERTAIN : COMMUNICATE 
AMOUNT OF ) 


\ qqgaa WITH HER EVEN 
INTELLIGENCE. ‘ ym. | |) \\. IF SHE HAS 
| NO FACE. 











: at 
Heo 











FIND IF I CAN’T 
REASON WITH 
HER, I SHOULD 
STILL BE ABLE 
TO TAKE HER 
DOWN BY 
FORCE. 


























MONSTERS AND 
YOKAl MAY BE 
SUPERNATURAL, 
ANCIENT TIMES, 
ALMOST NONE OF 
THEM HAVE BEEN 
ENOUGH TO 
KILL PEOPLE 
IN WHATEVER 
GRUESOME 
WAYS THEY 












































AND ANY 
oe ee 
THE RIGHT | 
KNOW-HOW 
CAN DEFEAT 
THEM. 
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So oo 








HUMANS GET A 
serious ABouT i | Ties 
ELIMINATING 


= 





UR 
I 
iS 


a 
ete 
— 
= 
—— 


: be 
te 
c- 
+S 
q _ 
N35 ; 





=< 
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=. 


a7 


GUIDELINES) 


ATTACHMENT, 
NO MALICE 
AT ALL. 

















































































































FOR 
THAT, I’M 
GOING TO 
NEED SOME 
ACCURATE 
INFORMP- 
TION... 




































































BUTI TO BE SURE 
SHOULD BE I CAN’T TAKE 
PREPARED HER DOWN 

IF THAT BY FORCE. 

PROVES 
TO BE THE 
CASE. 


I’LL CHECK 








































































































































































































ANYONE COULD 
PROBABLY DRAW 
A REASONABLE 
LIKENESS BASED 
ON WITNESS 
TESTIMONIES AND 
WHAT KARIN NANASE 
LOOKED LIKE WHEN 
SHE WAS ALIVE. 


BUT 
WOLLD IT 
BE POSSIBLE 
TO DRAW 
SOMETHING 
THIS SPOT 
ON? 





































































































THIS 
DRAWING 
LOOKS JUST 
LIKE THE 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE I 
THE SAW LAST 


LENGTH oF NIGHT. 
THE GIRDER, 
THE ANGLE OF 
HER RIBBON, 

THE WAY HER 
THIGHS SHOW 

UNDER HER 

SKIRT... 

































EVEN 

IF PEOPLE 

KNOW ALL OF 

HER INDIVIDUAL 

FEATLIRES, 

THEY WOULD 
pls ee 
TOGETHER 

Gutnig IN DIFFERENT 


PICTURE, I’D WA / 
ALMOST SAY 
THE ARTIST 
DREW STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
IN PERSON... 














THERE’S 
NO SIGN OF 
PHOTOS OF 
HER BEING 
CIRCULATED 

ONLINE. 

















IN THAT CASE, 
DEFEATING 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE IS 
GOING TO BE 
TRICKY. 


wo AND THAT 























MEANS THE 
POLICE. 
, 6), GO TO 
| : rr PKK HER FOR 
yr Aiy))) deve. 
N | : LY 
Ss "A Is. ae ? 


inn 
Hh 


















Gopecidlly \ ft 

ator | If 

a taunted | 
ZG eV, \on YW 
y | walt 








THAT’S 


WHY SHE’S 


WASTED 
AWAY 
SINCE THE 
LAST TIME 
I SAW 
HER. SHE’S 
UNWELL 


SHE BROKE 
UP WITH KURS- 
SENPAI TWO AND 
A HALF YEARS 
AGO, BUT IT’S 
LIKE SHE’S STILL 
HANGING ON 
TO HER PAST 
WITH HIM. 


AND | > 
UNSTABLE. 








a | 
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SES 











HAVE TO 
DO EVERY- 
BEFORE 
ANYONE 
GETS HURT. 








yp ! 





































CAN’T MAKE 
AN OMELET 
BREAKING 
EGGS. 






































i 
¢ 
AND I WANT 
YOU TO SPREAD 


THE WORD AMONG 
THE LOCAL YOKAI. 
TELL THEM TO LET 
ME KNOW IF THEY 

SEE STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 











ty 


AT est 











THE ONE 
THING I’M 
WORRIED 
ABOUT |S IF 
KURO-SENPAI 
COMES TO 
MAKURAZAKA 
BEFORE I 


> 7 CALL HIM... 
N Z 1 FIND THEN 


RUNS INTO 
SAKI-SAN 
WITHOUT MY 
KNOWING IT. 
THAT WOULD 
BE THE WORST 
POSSIBLE 
SCENARIO. 





FED) = 





I HAVEN'T 
SEEN YOU IN 


LET'S 
FORGET 
ALL ABOUT 
THAT SILLY \ 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































SIGN: JR MAKURAZAKA STATION 
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KORO-POK-GURU 


























KOTO-POK-GURU 




























































































Wg 





a 
: 





i 4 
va . s 
ern ‘ 
ee iP Rn 
re 
cage 
2 


I 





| 
| 





fase in fi 
. oe tee A vey 
: 4 


> N 
ee ¢ 














Sakbragailavisteel-lgdyNanase 


LS 
ie FL 


: r\ 
5 i > 
. bay ES 
= . 4 ews 
es SA. wee ont eg de 
EX a, > a. : : 
, a EO / = are 2 Pons 
: } 5 | : ie : 
aT yr: ; ve 
y i SSN 2 UP < SOO rok 
. . : Ae . = ry 
at Br ae ‘4 ‘ 
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PROVIDED I’M YOUR 
BY THE ANNOUNCER, 
SPECTRES’ SAKI 
j YUMIHARA, 





















YES, MY 
WEDDING 
TO KURG- 










sn KOTOKO 
WANAGAY SAN. 
THA U 

SENPAI WILL | 

BE A GRAND j | FOR JOINING 

AFFAIR HELD he LF: fy 

IN THE MOST \; { 4 
{ vV 
\ 


LUXURIOUS \ 
\ ~~ Cy 
yy mS 





























VENUE IN 
THE CITY. 







THAT’S 
NOT WHAT 
I WAS 
ASKING. 






ee ees 















eee ee wee wee ee we eee 
paren ae a a ee ee ee eee 
oar an eae a ee a ee ee we 


HE’S EATEN V 
ALL KINDS I MUST 









AND UNDER- SAKUR 
GONE TRAINING eawe 
UPO 


N 
TRAINING. 





SAKURAGAWA- 
SENSHU HAS 
TOLD US THAT HIS i 
GRANDMOTHER 
TRAINED HIM 
WHEN HE WAS 
YOUNG, BLIT CAN 
HE REALLY DEFEAT 
THIS SEASONED 
VETERANP 


PN 


Le 


THAT COM- 
BATIVE?P 


OF THINGS TO SAYIDO 
PREPARE FOR HAVE HIGH 
THE SEASON, HOPES FOR 


SENSHU. 





THE BATTLE 

BETWEEN STEEL 

LADY NANASE AND 
SAKURAGAWP- 

SENSHU IS 

BEGINNING IN 
EARNEST. HOW 
DOES IT LOOK 


O YOU, 
IWANAGA-SAN? 





ppt 


YES. I’M 
SURE WE’LL SEE 
A FULL DISPLAY 
OF THIS POWER, 

THAT POWER, 
ALL HIS 
POWERS. 





















I SEE. 
THAT WILL 








THAT'S A NICE 
AGGRESSIVE 
POSTURE. IF 

ONLY HE WOULD 
COME AFTER 


LEAVE YOUR 
PERSONAL 
LIFE OUT 
OF THIS. 





WA Se eee =a. 


N 
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(Vez. 
‘ Kus 



















IWANAGA- 
| SAN, WHAT 
7 WAS THAT 


YY 






THAT 
WHS ONE 











OF KUR6- o _ 
= SENPAI’S 

SPECIAL 
|| ABILITIES! 


V 
a) b 
: mS : 






=~ 
Sas 








ae 
; atu 


(ir 





HE PARALYZES 
HIS OPPONENT 


\ 
BY PULLING 


7 Bal ox fg 
PHILAN- HEARTSTRINGS (. Zi a \ 


DERING 
WITHA MEAN... |] NQWHAT/| A POWERFUL i 
VENGEFUL a= HOLD FROM \ 

Fee BewIND!! “/ 


HEY, YOU! 
Thank you very much for THE MATCH YEAH, THE 
picking up this manga. CONTINUES GHOST 
a | hope you'll read the BUT OUR ? ste 
next volume, too! COMMENTATOR ee 
EADAst HAS RUN INTO ped bly 
THE FRAY, SO TRADE 
- stat - THAT’S ALL FOR ee 


TONIGHT’S 
Se OBE BROADCAST. / | WITH MESS! 


. a LL 
TUNE IN TO 
ee THE NEXT 
; VOLUME. 
Yamada FAREWELL, 
AND 


Vuro Shima 


Yamamoto 


- Fditors — 


0-kKawa 
T-da 


(honorifics excluded) 











Gravure idol, page 36 
The short definition of 
“gravure idol” is a model 
who often wears skimpy 
clothing. The term comes 


" ay (| Sue's cure, 
from rotogravure, which | Re ee 
iS a printing process that HOOKS 2 DUNNO 


was used for magazines 
at the time these models 
first came into vogue. 

While they often pose pele 
provocatively, a gravure SOUETEING, 
idol generally appeals SY 
to her audience with her 
playfulness or innocence. 


Late-night serial drama, page 37-44 




















Treatment 





As big as my bathroom, page 5 

To give a clearer idea of the enormous size of Kotoko's 
home, when she says Saki's apartment is as big as her 
bathroom, she is referring specifically to the toire, 

or toilet room, containing only a toilet and no actual 
bathing facilities. In Japanese homes, bathtubs and 
showers are uSually in a separate room. 


I'M SEEING 
THIS GRAVURE 
IDOL A LOT 
LATELY, 





Like many places around the 
world, late-night television 
in Japan tends to have looser 
restrictions on what can 

be shown and has cheaper 
ad costs, allowing for more 
experimental and risque 
programming. The adult 


‘| nature and goofiness of a 


show like “Youth! The Girl 
Who Breathes Fire!” normally 
wouldn't be shown on public 
television during primetime 
hours, so they often have to 


be relegated to between the hours of 11 pm and 5 am, the hours for late-night 
programming UP: shinya bangumi). Interestingly, shows like this were most 
prevalent in the 80s during Japan's “bubble era” but since the collapse of the 
economic bubble, Japanese television has become increasingly conservative 
and TV viewership has dropped considerably, so these types of programs aren't 
really seen much or are rather tame compared to what used to be shown. 


Teiky6-me, page 40 
Most Japanese television 
programs have a brief 
moment before a 
commercial break to 
present the sponsors for 
the show being broadcast. 
When this happens, the 
kanji for “brought to you 
by” or “sponsor” (#2 or 
teiky6G) is overlaid onto 
a freeze-frame from 

= - the show along with the 
Sponsor's name aS an announcer says something to the effect of “XX is brought 
to you by these sponsors.” In recent years, people have spotted instances where 
the “sponsor” kanji has been laid perfectly over a character's eyes. This became 
a meme of sorts in Japan and there are people who also collect screen grabs 
of these funny scenes. These scenes have even become famous enough that 
some people suspect animation and production companies may be purposely 
setting up freeze-frames to create these teiky6-me (sponsor eyes). They are 
also known as teiky6-megane (sponsor glasses) or teiky6-metsubushi (Sponsor 
blinders). 





Koro-pok-guru, page 83 
The Koro-pok-guru are a race 
of little people who live in 
northern Japan and are small 
enough to fit under a butterbur 
leaf, as pictured. They are 

part of the folklore of the Ainu 
indigenous people of Hokkaido 
and were on very friendly aa 
terms with humans, but were , tn “a 
very shy, and although they 
would leave people gifts, they 


almost always did it under | ~ KORO- POK- GURU 


cover of night. 



































OF COURSE, 

IT’S NEVER A 
GOOD IDEA TO 
EAT TWO KINDS 
OF YOKAI MEAT The Other Wight Meat, page 85 

TOGETHER. “Wight” is a word for supernatural creatures, like 

yOkai. The original Japanese title of this chapter 
is “The Other Mazarimono,' or “blended thing,” 
referring to the other type of y6kai meat that 
turned Kuré into what he is today. 





SAN WILL 
ACTUALLY 
COME. 


BUT EVEN 
IF SHE 
DOES AGREE 
TO HELP, 
WOULD SHE 
BE ABLE TO 
GET A FILE 
FOR A CASE 
| OUTSIDE HER 
JURISDIC- 
TIONP 


Thank you for the meal, page 143 

It is customary in Japan to say itadakimasu 
before eating, a phrase that means “I humbly 
partake.” This generally considered to be a way 
of expressing gratitude to anyone or anything 
who played a role in putting this meal on the 


table. 








Senshu, page 175 
Senshu is another title attached to people’s names a Gn 
in order to show respect, like sensei. It is given to PMA EBRNEST. HOW 


athletes, such as baseball players, soccer players, 
martial artists, and fighters in Supernatural death 


matches. 








Seafood kata yakisoba, page 105 

This is a dish of fried noodles and seafood. The kata 
part means “hard,” indicating that the noodles have 
been cooked until they are crispy. 




































































































































































Nii-san, page 144 

Nii-san literally means “older brother” and is used to 
address people who are the speaker's older brother, 
or people that the speaker considers to be brotherly 
figures, or as a polite way to address a young man 
when the speaker doesn't know the man's name. In 
this case, because Kurd is with his grandmother, it's 
likely that these boys are his brothers and/or cousins. 
Older sisters and girl cousins would be called Né-san. 


NOW, 
} — THE BATTLE 
BETWEEN STEEL 





DOES IT LOOK 
TO YOU, 
IWANAGA-SANP 





BUS? Wa ie io 
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PRAISE FOR _THEJANIME! 
“This series never fails to “A very funny look at what happens when 
put a smile on my face.” two strange and strangely well-suited people 
-Dramatic Reviews try to navigate the thorny path to true love 
j@» together.” 
Bis 


> 
Aj 
rN 
— a 
= 
a 


== }}) -Anime News Network 


f 


ie 


OPPOSITES ATTRACT...MAYBE? 


Haru Yoshida is feared as an unstable and violent “monster.” <4 

Mizutani Shizuku is a grade-obsessed student with no friends. \ 

Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair Haru 

firmly believes he’s in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 

alousmlalstolalcr KODANSHA 
COMICS 


© Robico / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 





Praise for _ anime: 


two young people | 
the real thing.” 


j 
HODANSHA 
COMICS) 


WV CYiia FeYod all oy-lat-Mat-t-malem ia (=a le (Mim: late mr: he-me-Ja(-melel-t-y ala mal-1-lemaal- 100) 


But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn’t angry in the slightest— 
Tale c\eem at-malial.ccmaliome)cellar-lavaliicmerelelemersy-m-lamelalerier-lmellamil.<om (1mm selmi lalaliare| 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “I love you”? 


© Kanae Hazuki / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 





DON'T MISS THE MOST ACCLAIMED 
ACTION MANGA OF 2013! 


“Gripping doesn’t begin to describe Vinland Saga. “The art is gorgeous, a combination of beautiful 
5 stars.” —ICv2 cartooning and realistic backgrounds. Yukimura 


i is also a master of pacing, both in frenetic battle 
Deeply engrossing... If you have any interest at 


allin Vikings, the Medieval period, or pirates, this 


is not a series you want to miss.” 


scenes and charged emotional moments.” 


—Faith Erin Hicks, Friends With Boys 


—Anime News Network “For those who love Berserk, you'll love this too... 
Worth the long wait.” 
—A Case Suitable for Treatment 






“It will be impossible to stop watching this story 
unfold.” —Japan Media Arts Awards jury 








_© Makoto Yukimura / Kodansha Ltd. All-rights reserved. 
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KODANSHA | 
» COMICS! 


4 | 


_ 


7 "The word 
~ heartwarming 
was made for 
. manga like this.” 
~Manga Book- 


| shelf 


and biting social ae ~ ae 
commentary... delivers uae 7 Sey ~CS”=Ceerr ‘powerful 
in its depth of char- [= =ame s9 16) oan story about being 
acter and emotional see different and the con- 
strength.” ‘Comics || sequences of childhood 
Bulletin | | bullying... Read it.” 
|\ -Anime News 
Network 








fa 


7 ie Py . 

Shoya is a bully. When Shoko, a girl who can’t hear, enters his ele- 
mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 
and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 
But the children’s cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat- 
er, the two meet again. Can Shoya make up for his past mistakes, 
or is it too late? 


Available now in print and digitally! 


© Yoshitoki Oima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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THE HEROIC LEGEND OF 


~ ARSL A 


READ THE NEW SERIES FROM THE CREATOR OF 
FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST, HIROMU ARAKAWA! 
- NOW A HIT TV SERIES! 





_ of adapting Tanaka’s 
fantasy. novels and fans of 
historical or epic, fantasy 
will be quite pleased with 
the resulting book.” 
-Anime News Network 


ECBATANA IS BURNING! 


Arslan is the young and curious prince of Pars who, despite his best efforts doesn't seem 

to have what it takes to be a proper king like his father. At the age of 14, Arslan goes to 

his first battle and loses everything as the blood-soaked mist of war gives way to scorching 
flames, bringing him to face the demise of his once glorious kingdom. However, it is Arslan’s 
destiny to be a ruler, and despite the trials that face him, he must now embark on a journey 
to reclaim his fallen kingdom. 


Available now in print and digitally! 
© Hiromu Arakawa/Yoshiki Tanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 





ICHIRO INUYASHIKI IS DOWN ON HIS LUCK. HE LOOKS MUCH 
OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE’S A USELESS COWARD. SO WHEN HE’S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO'LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 


THEN A BLINDING LIGHT FILLS THE SKY, AND THE OLD MAN 
IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 





COMES IN EXTRA-LARGE EDITIONS WITH COLOR PAGEs! 
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. justice, passion and plain talking | 















make for one of the freshest 
f ~~ manga series of 2015. | dare any. 


other book to top it.” 
—UK Anime Network 
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PURITY AN »/ 
POWER /| 


As a war to determine the rightful ruler of ( 
medieval France ravages the land, the witch 
Maria decides she will not stand idly by as 

men kill each other in the name of God and / 
glory. Using her powerful magic, she summons 
various beasts and demons —even going as far 
as using a succubus to seduce soldiers into sub-, 
mission under the veil of night— all to stop the 
needless slaughter. However, alter the Arch- 
angel Michael puts an end to her ae he y ez 
curses her to lose her powers if she ever gives wy Pipe 
up her virginity. Will she forgo the forbidden — 
fruit of adulthood in order to bring an end to 


alle 3 Ps as 
the merciless machine of war? ~ see ale 
. . . oe | 
Available now in print and digitally! ©Mayasuki 
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_____“Al very funny manga with a 
~{e lot of heart and character." 
x—Adventures in PoorsTaste 








"TwappeD WITHA KI9% 


Class troublemaker Ryu Yamada is already having a bad day when he 
stumbles down a staircase along with star student Urara Shiraishi. 
When he wakes up, he realizes they have switched bodies—and that 
Ryu has the power to trade places with anyone just by kissing them/ 
Ryu and Urara take full advantage of the situation to improve their 
lives, but with such an oddly amazing power, just how long will they be 
able to keep their secret under wraps? 


Available now in print and digitally/ 
© Miki Yoshikawa/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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“THE OTHER WIGHT MEAT” 


CHAPTER 4: 






































THAT’S 
A LOT OF 
MATERIAL 
FOR JUST 

O 


SOME 
ACCIDENT. 





I HAVE = = 77 
TOLOOK AT}. - | 
THOSE FILES 
TERADA-SAN 
GAVE ME 
ABOUT KARIN 
NANASE’S 
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| ie i ay, y 
4 ITwas ( 7 ie 
FOUND AT 
THE CON- | 
STRUCTION Z v anes 
A _| SITE FOR 
bal a Furure 4  % BODY WAS 
" Cay | PEERTMENT | f | DISCOVERED 
Ong COMPLEX wae Ve S| (ON SATURDAY, 
NEAR THE f aK JANUARY 30. 
HOTEL inter 
WHERE PN ‘ 
SHE WAS laa 
| STAYING. 
me) Sele 
THEY SET 
\ UP WALLS 
AND 
FENCES 
AL TO KEEP 
ro PEOPLE 
SORES ) FROM 
XS, .| TRESPASS- 
ING ON 

BUT THE SITE... 

THEY IN THE MIDDLE 
WEREN'T OF BUILDING THE 
EXACTLY 

ee APARTMENT 
ee : COMPLEX, 
gq ABOUT THE PARENT 
IT, AND COMPANY'S 
THERE FINANCES ‘! 
WERE DETERIORATED. 
GAPS. ONCE THEY 


























li FINISHED LAYING |= 
THE FOUNDATION |= 
AT THE END x 
OF DECEMBER, 
CONSTRUCTION 
THE SPACE = was PUT ON 
GREETED LATUS 
THE NEW : 
IT WAS SEEN 2 YEAR AS AN peepee gce—-——" 
AS A HAZARD ABANDONED [radia wy 
BECAUSE LOT. ga 
CHILDREN é SE | | | 
AND YOUTHS SS | nae 
COULD EASILY , | a 
GET IN AND i 
GET HURT. 4 





















































THE BODY 




















I ALWAYS WAS FOUND 
THOUGHT IT WAS BY A 

DANGEROUS 70-YEAR- 
LEANING THOSE OLD MAN 
STEEL BEAMS UP WHO LIVED 
AGAINST THAT IN A HOUSE 

PREFAB, ACROSS THE 

STREET. 


























































































ON THE 
e NIGHT 
Pune SouNDED BEFORE I 
LIKE CON- FOUND THE 
STRUCTION BODY, 
BEAMS 
FALLING, 





















AND THERE 
WAS A LOT OF 
RAIN THAT DAY, 

I FIGURED 
MAYBE IT MADE 

SOMETHING 
COLLAPSE. 














THROUGH THE Xx | 
FENCE WHEN I a SI 

WAS OUT ON 
MY WALK, 

















































AND SURE 
ENOUGH, 
THE STEEL 
GIRDERS 
ly =. \ HAD FALLEN 


BUT WHEN 
I TOOK — 
A CLOSER 
LOOK... 
































SO I 
PANICKED 
AND CALLED 
THE POLICE. 









































| THE GIRDERS 





THAT KILLED 
HER WERE 
ALL ABOUT 




































THREE TO 
FIVE METERS 








































LONG, AND 
































THE HER FACE AND 




















CAUSE HEAD WERE 
OF DEATH SMASHED 

















WAS BEYOND 
DESTRUC- RECOGNITION. 
TION 
M, OF THE 
s=| BRAIN BY Bt@) 
=| MULTIPLE i 7 
STEEL ee 
BEAMS. | . 


























EVERYTHING 
FROM 
HER NECK 
UP WAS 
DESTROYED, 
SO THEY 
COULDN'T ID 
HER BY HER 
FACE OR 
TEETH. 








































































SHE'D 
TAKEN A 
BLOW 
DIRECTLY 
TO THE 
FACE. 
DEATH 
WAS 
ALMOST 
INSTANTA- 
NEOUS. 


wu FIND 
TENTA- 
| Tlvety | 
| IDENTIFIED | THEY FOUND 
| THE BODY | ye N ss Al PHONE, 
1 AS KARIN a . WALLET, AND 
NANASE, - COLLEGE ID 
CARD ON 
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YES, 
THIS WOMAN 
CHECKED IN 
HERE THREE 
DAYS AGO. | 












































me) TESTIFIED... 









































































































































ho. 
Te “ HERE |S HER 
ae f 4 CHECK-IN 
ta eS “$3 = FORM, 
a 
UM, 
Ny) 
I FIGURED SHE 
186 USING A 'S THAT 
FAKE NAME TO IDOL 
y= HIDE FROM THE KARIN 
Bou MEDIA. NANASE 
SHEP 


CHECKED 
IN, 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































THAT'S 
WHAT WE’RE THIS 18 THE 
MAYBE 
yout, TRYING TO COAT SHE WAS 
FIND OUT. 
ALLOW WEARING.., 
US TO 
INVESTIGATE : 
HER I 
ROOM? > = 
Ss : THE —— 
| FINGERPRINTS | — 
FOUND IN 
HER ROOM 
AIND ON HER 
PERSONAL 
5 TH | INGS WERE 
SO THEY Ee 
i = A MATCH 
ee ae ! = TO THE 
BODY DID |), 2 DECEASED’S 
Z FINGER- 
O KAR g PRINTS. 
TO KARIN 
NANASE \_ 
(HARUKO << 
NANA SE). A : See ee 
mc : 
Zz 7 ea 
\ \ | 
HER 
ESTIMATED 
TIME OF 
DEATH 
WAS 
BETWEEN 
2 IT WAS MIDNIGHT 
AROUND AND ONE 
THAT TIME 4.M, ON 
, THAT THE VANUARY 
MAN WHO 30. 
So _ FOUND HER 
a | SAID HE 
HEARD THE 


NOISE. 





rote 


(cetvel sister 



















TESTIMONY OR 
EVIDENCE CAME 
OUT LATER THAT 
CONTRADICTED 
THE POLICE 
RULING, THE 
DEPARTMENT 
WOULD LOSE 
FACE. 








Pam et ST ht Se Se | 






[a a i. 





PMT ae 








INVESTIGATE 


THE POLICE 
BEGAN TO 

















TO DETER- 
MINE IF IT £ 
IN THE WAS AN 
END, THEY ACCIDENT, 
OFFICIALLY Al HOMI- 
RULED IT AN CIDE,ORA 
ACCIDENT. SUICIDE. 


THEY REALLY 
LOOKED 
INTO EVERY 


POSSIBILITY. 






































DEATH OF AN IDOL 


IF IT WERE 

A NORMAL 

BUT THEY CASE, THEY 
PUT A LOT OF PROBABLY 
TIME AND EFFORT WOULD HAVE 
INTO THIS ONE— RULED ON IT 

PROBABLY SOONER. 


BECAUSE IT WAS 
THE UNTIMELY 
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AN aH 








ONE EYE 
AND ONE 


I HUMBLY 
REQUEST 
THAT YOU 
REFRAIN 
FROM ANY 
VIOLENCE 
TOWARD 





















































I DON’T 
NEED ANY 
MONSTERS 
TO BE AFRAID Y 
OF ME. AND 
LOWER youR 210 
VOLUME. IT. 



























BUT MY LADY 
INFORMS ME THAT 
YOU ARE MOST 
VIOLENT, AND THAT 
IL MUST NOT FAIL 
TO EXPRESS DUE 
GRATITUDE. 
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IT’S JUST A 
LITTLE YOKAI, 
BUT IT MIGHT 
ATTACK IF IT 
I FIGURES OUT 
MUST  1°M AFRAID 

{OF IT. 














SHE ASKS 
FOR YOUR 
ASSISTANCE IN 
THE MATTER OF 
THE STEEL LADY. 









SHE 
WOULD 
LIKE TO 
SEE YOU 
IMMEDI- 
ATELY IF 
POSSIBLE. 















STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE IS 
NOT A JOB 





















FOR THE 
ce aee: POLICE. 
Al REAL 
SLACKER. 

























OR 
MAYBE IT 
MEANS THE 





































STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
PROBLEM 
TONIGHT ON, fo CE LUNG 
MY FELLOW WORSEP 
TREE SPIRITS, 
THAT'S LINGS GENTIRS, 
YOU GENZABURO, 
\ NY) [veieuenr Haver || SCE GENSHIRS, 
HARASS- ET AL., 
/ MENT. TURNS 
VISITING 
YOU TO 
CONTINUE S\ eh | 
OUR PLEA. 
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YES, BUT 
MY LADY HAS 


ORDERED US 


Tavice 


my 








FINE, , > 
I CAN ™ 

SEE HER. “ 
WHERE? 
























































*ABOLIT 1 KILOMETER OR 0.6 MILES 

















SHE 
INFORMED ME YES, 
YOu THAT SHE WILL MADAM. 
HAVENOT — PERSONALLY 
ONE THING TAKE | Sees 
TO WORRY RESPONSIBILITY MY LAD tite 
ABOUT FOR ANY CORRES: ie 
ON THAT CHARGES TO BE FOUND 12 Te 
ACCOUNT. INCURRED FOR AT A FAMILY Bence 
FOOD OR DRINK RESTAURANT 
CONSUMED ABOUT TWO 
LI* FROM 


THERE. 
HERE. 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SHE SAYS 
SHE WILL 
EXPLAIN 
WHY UPON 
YOUR 
MEETING. 
















TO VANQUISH 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE, SHE 
MUST LEARN 
THE DETAILS 
SURROUNDING 
THE DEATH OF 
THE HUMAN 
UPON WHOSE 
EXISTENCE SHE 
IS PREDICATED, 
KARIN 
NANASE. 




























































































































































































AS IF 
IT WEREN'T 
HARD ENOUGH 
FOR ME TO 
WALK HROUND 
AT NIGHT, 
SHE WANTS 
ME TO GO 
ALL THE WAY 
AND eeeTAUR 
GUIDED 
RANT... 





























ACCORDING 
TO MY LADY... 


INTERESTED 
IN KARIN 
NANASE’S 
DEATH, 
TOOP 
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you 
HAVE GOT 
TO BE 
KIDDING 
ME... 


SIGH. 







































































































































TO KEEP YOU 
WAITING. 
HERE’S YOUR 
SEAFOOD KATA 
YAKISOBA. 


I WONDER 
IF SAKI- 
SAN WILL 
ACTUALLY 

COME. 


BUT EVEN 
IF SHE 
DOES AGREE 
TO HELF, 
WOULD SHE 
BE ABLE TO 
GET A FILE 
FOR A CHSE 
OUTSIDE HER 
JURISDIC- 
TION? 

















STEEL LADY 
NANASE HAS 
APPEARED. 


WHAT BAD 
TIMING. 
I JUST 
SUMMONED 
SAKI-SAN 
TO COME 
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THE BUS 
STOP IN 
Bahari 


IF SAKI-SAN 
ARRIVES, 
TELL HER TO 
WAIT UNTIL I 


OR TO 
FOLLOW GET BACK, 


ME TO THE 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
SIGHTING. 


























SHE 
WOULDN’T 
MIND IF YOU 
{| TOUCHED HER 
BREASTS OR 
DERRIERE 
















SAKI-SAN 
REALLY LIKES 
CHILDREN, SO 


SHE WOULD JUST 


LOVE IT IF YOU 


WERE TO LAY IT 


ON THICK 
WITH THE 
AFFECTION. 
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I CAN'T 
COVER THE 
ENTIRE CITY, BUT 
IF SHE’S NEARBY, 
I HAVE TO DO 
WHAT I CAN. 

















WE DON’T 
WANT THAT 
GHOST 
ATTACKING 
ANY 
CIVILIANS. 
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THAT PERSON 
CLEARLY HAS 
NO EXPERIENCE 
TO SPEAK OF 
IN SPORTS OR 
MARTIAL ARTS, AND 
YET HE’S SO 
CALM FACING OFF 
AGAINST THAT 
MONSTER. 





IT HAS TO 
BE KURO- 
SENPAI. 
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TO HAPPEN 

















YOU SEND A 
MONSTER TO 





EVEN SHOW UF, 
FIND YOU LEAVE 
Al MESSAGE 
WITH Al 
GHOST?F! 


al. — 
[itia, 
HF Jo 4] If U 
L AR 
al 
lily 
id} 
fs 


RS SI ESESIES Y y AN 
~ Wee ll IN IRN foe 


SS 





I’M SURE HE'S \AMSS 
EXPECTING TO <igi\¢ 


HAVE HIS HEAD “YW A\t 
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IT TOOK YOU 
THAT LONG TO 
FIGURE IT OUT, 
EHP AND THERE 
HE IS, HARDLY 
ANY DIFFERENT 

FROM WHEN 
YOU BROKE UP 

WITH HIM. 


IF WE GET 
TOO CLOSE, 


WE MIGHT 
GET CRUGHT 
IN THE 
CROSSFIRE. 


FOR NOW, 
WE JUST 


























IT’S KURS- 
SENPAI. 





WELL, YES, 
| BUT THEY 
DON’T APPEAR 
TO BE MUCH 
. DIFFERENT IN 
STRENGTH. 


PREPARED 
TO TAKE A 
STEEL BEAM 


BECAUSE 
IF SHE KILLS 
HIM... 





















see K U IR: o- 
SENPAI WILL 
USE THE 
IMMORTALITY 
HE GAINED 
FROM EATING 
MERMAID FLESH 
TO STAND 
RIGHT BACK 
UP AGAIN. 
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YOU’/VE 
NEVER SEEN 
KURS- 
SENPAI DIE 
BEFORE? 
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I SAW HIS HIS ARM 
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MEAN HE’S A NICE, 
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WORRY ABOUT HIM 
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THE LOOK OF 
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HIM WAS 
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WELL, OF 
COURSE. HE’S 
IMMORTAL— 
NONE OF THAT 
WOULD 
BOTHER HIM. 


HE HAS 
DOZENS OF 
RELATIVES 
AND EXTENDED 
FAMILY 
MEMBERS, BLIT 
THEM HAVE DIED 
FROM DISEASES 
OR OTHER 
SUSPICIOUS 
CAUSES. 
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SHE’LL 
KILL YOU 
AGAIN... 
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THE WAY 
THEY MOVED 
JUST NOW... 
IT’S LIKE THEY 

WERE BOTH 
FOLLOWING 
Al SCRIPT. 
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LIKE THAT 
WAS HOW 
IT WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO HAPPEN. = 

























































































































































BUT 
HOW COULD 
HE JUST... 
CAPTURE 
STEEL LADY 
NANASEP 
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eae 3 STEEL LADY 
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WA sotye SWINGING 
THAT STEEL 
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7 WAS THE CAPTURE WHOLT 
DODGE THE EXTREMELY : 
FIRST SWING HIGH. 
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BUT THOSE 
REASONS 
DON’T APPLY 
TO ALL 
SITUATIONS. 


f EVEN IF THE 
ADVANCEMENTS 
OF SCIENCE AND 
MEDICINE HAVE 
BROUGHT THEIR 

 THESE_—EFFICACY INTO 
_—=PRACTICES QUESTION... 
CONTINUE’ = 
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THINGS CAN 

BE READILY 
EITHER LIVER IS 
WHOLE FAILING, 


OR IN EAT THE 
POWDERED LIVER OF A 
Oe CREATURE 


IF YOUR WITH Al 
EYES ARE , 
FAILING, 
EAT THE 
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CREATURE gf 

WITH GOOD LZ 









IF YOU WANT 
GREATERS 
VIRILITY, N& 
EAT PART 

OF A VIRILE 

CREATURE. 
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= | | ANDZA, BOVINE TO EAT THE FLESH 
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POWERS? 
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SO THE MAN 
PROCURED 
SOME KUDAN | 


MEAT AND | : uy | : 
FED IT TO el 3 
SEVERAL OF HIS 
HOUSEHOLD. 


THAT 
SUPERHUMAN 
ABILITY—THAT 
GODLIKE 
POWER, 

















STILL OTHERS 
DIED AFTER 
DIVINING THE 
FUTURE. 
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WE'VE NOW 
LEARNED THAT 
ALL WHO EAT 
THE MEAT DIE, 
EVEN IF THEY 
DO MANAGE TO 
SEE THE FUTURE 
FIRST. SURELY 
HE'LL GIVE UP 
ON THIS BEFORE 
LONG, 











SUPPOSE MIND, 
HELL 

STOP THIS 

ANYTIME 

SOON? 






























































AND So, 
WHENEVER 
HE HEARD 
THAT A Z, . 
- buf WHAT WE’VE 
eee eee: ye LEARNED, DESPITE 
HE WOULD THE SACRIFICES, IS 
SEND ZA THAT EATING THIS 
SOMEONE ge MEAT CAN BESTOW 


THE POWER OF 
TO THE | WE MUST PROPHECY. 
SPOT. | MAKE IT 


OUR OWN 
BEFORE 
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HE WOULD BUY 
THE CORPSE 
AIND FEED IT TO 
THE MEMBERS 
OF THE 
SAHKURAHGAWA 
FAMILY, AGAIN 

2 AND.AGAIN. 
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COME TO THINK 
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DOES LOOKING 
INTO THE FUTURE 
CONSUME SO 
MUCH ENERGY 
THAT IT KILLS 
THE PROPHET? 








in ARE THEY 
GIVEN THE 
RIGHT TO SEE 
THE FUTURE IN 
EXCHANGE FOR 
THEIR LIVES? 
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ALL I NEED 
TO DO I$ 
GIVE THE 

FORTUNE-TELLER 

A BODY OF 

UNDYING FLESH. 


THE FUTURE 
DOES KILL HIM, 
HE WOULD 
RETURN 
TO LIFE. 
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THE NUMBER OF COURSE, ie 
OF CASUALTIES IT’S NEVER A qT E 
ESCALATED, GOOD IDEA TO BEGAN HIS 
AIND THE PILE EAT TWO KINDS EXPERIMENTS 
OF DEFORMED OF Y6KAI MEAT IN SERVING 
CORPSES TOGETHER. MERMAID 
GREW. FLESH 
ALONG WITH 
THE KUDAN 
MEAT. 
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BUT TIME 
WENT ON, 
FIND THE 
EXPERI- 
MENTS ff 
NEVER |e 
j THEN WE 


BORE [kn 
FRUIT. — A/S BBE (UUST NEED TO 
BEAR MORE 

CHILDREN, OR 


FAMILY’S 

DECLINED DON'T CARE, 
UNTIL, EVEN 

COUNTING 

DISTANT 

RELATIVES, 

ONLY A FEW 

REMAINED. 
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DINNER IS 


YOUR 
READY, 
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IS THERE 
/ AN | NOTHING 
HM \ = . WRONG 
NOTHING Ne a | = 
WRONG AT ANN \\ WITH YOUP 
ALL? 





IT'S 
HAPPENED, 


IMMORTALITY. 
PROPHECY. : 
FINALLY, : KEPT THE 


eer , DREAM 


GRAND- 
MOTHER... | 


SHE HAD 
SECRETLY 
BEEN 
COLLECTING 
KUDAN AND 
MERMAID 
MEAT. 








YES, I KNOW. 
I WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW 
TOMORROW'S 
WEATHER, 


I KNOW 
YOU CAN SEE 
IT, KURO, 


DIE AND 
TAKE A LOOK 
FOR ME. 











TH-THEY’RE 
ALL SUFFERING, 
WE HAVE TO 
HELP THEM... 
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IMMORTAL, ~ 
IF HE COULD ( | HE TOLD ME SHE 
SEE THE Hone TRIED ALL KINDS 
FUTURE... OF Ex EIMENTS 
1 SHE WOULD 
CUT PIECES 
OFF OF HIM, 
AND INFLICT | J 
FATAL 
INJURIES, é 
AGAIN AND 
AGAIN, 
APPARENTLY 
AS A RESULT, 
HE LOST 
ALMOST ALL 


SENSE OF 
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THERE’S 
A LOT OF 
FIREFLIES BY 
THE RIVER 
OUT BACK, 


LOOK AT : 
THEM. 
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BUT THERE 
WAS ONE 
THING THEY 
MISCALCU- 
LATED—THEY 
COULDN'T 
USE THE 
POWER AS 
FREELY AS 
THEY HAD 
THOUGHT. 
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THE WISH OF 
GENERATIONS 
OF SAKURA- 
GAWHS HAD 
FINALLY BEEN 
GRANTED. 
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WHICH 
LEAVES ME 
WITH ONLY 

ONE WAY 
TO DEAL 
WITH THIS. 



























































UNSCATHED — 
‘THAT SIJUST. 
HOWATHINGS 














HEIMAY, BE 
i GHOST, BUT: 


LT SWMAINTEINA 
== 7 OIMAINTAIN, 


YOURSELES 


NORMAL 
METHODS 
WON'T. 
VANQUISH 
THE STEEL 
LADY. 


> 


WE’LL NEED 
TO USE A 
DIFFERENT 
STRATEGY 
TO DEFEAT 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 











WILL DO, 
KURS- 
SENPAI. 






























































































































































































































































WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
HERE? 
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WHY ELSEP 
WHEN HIS 
BELOVED 

GIRLFRIEND 

CALLS FOR 


ay BUT WHY 
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RUNNING, HERE, [| 
EVEN IF , KURSG- 
IT MEANS 
FIGHTING 
SUSPICIOUS 
CHARACTERS. 
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DIDN’T SAY 
YOU WOULD 

BE HERE, 

SAKI-SAN. 
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NO, 
BECAUSE I 
DIDN’T INTEND 
FOR THE TWO 
OF YOU TO SEE SHE DIDN’T 
EACH OTHER. TELL ME THAT 
YOU WOULD 
BE COMING, 
EITHER. 












































BECAUSE 
IT DOES 
HURT ME. 
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APART! 
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THE THINGS | 
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YOU’/RE 
A GROWN 
WOMAN. WHAT 
ARE YOU SO 
AFRAID OFP 


ban't you take 
A joke? 
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DO 
SOME- 
THING/ 
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completely out of energy, so the whole endeavor ended with nothing lL am Kyo Shirodaira, the original author who, as with Lan 
‘but a title. volume one, didn’t really have any hand in the story’s i 
manga version. This is volume two. = 
And yet, here in the manga, it has a story and characters that fit the title, = 
and there’s even some action! | was in total awe, like the shoemaker who | think the highlights of this volume are the scenes from oa 
woke up to find all the shoes that were made while he slept. Fairy tale Karin Nanase’s drama, “Youth! The Girl Who Breathes = 
events do happen in real life. There’s hope for the real world after all. Fire!” that showed up in chapter three. = 
Cc) 
On the other hand, Chashiba Katase-sensei had to create a comic of this They’re important scenes that are necessary to give the = 
fictional drama with that title and no other clues whatsoever, and may readers a clear impression of what the idol Karin Nanase a 
have been grumbling and snarling, “lf this is reality, then it’s a cruel and was like in life, but only the title of the show and the name = 
unreasonable world that | live in.” Um, I’m really sorry. of the song were mentioned in the original novel. The book = 
didn’t have any other details, let alone an entire scene. And = 
Nevertheless, this title, “Youth! The Girl Who Breathes Fire!,” is when the story became a manga, | didn’t give the artist = 
something that | was very particular about when Il put it in my book. any background details or anything, so the scenes were a oo 
For instance, for the entire rest of the book, | managed to maintain complete manga original. = 
my personal aesthetic of using no exclamation points, but in this case, — 
| thought, “It won’t feel right if | take the exclamation point out, and When | was writing the novel, | had to come up with a title EOd 
there’s no better title than this one,” so in the end, | did not remove the for Karin Nanase’s TV series, so l pulled out the “Funny 
exclamation points or change the title. So believe it or not, | didn’t settle Words that | May Use for Something Someday” notebook ° 
on this title just because | needed something and it didn’t really matter. that | keep habitually to help with my writing, and picked : 
But it is a pretty insignificant thing to be particular about. something fitting—l didn’t bother to think about any sort rf 
of content for the show at all. : 
As for the manga itself, it continues to be a self-proclaimed mystery : 
manga that is not very mystery-like, but | think it may just be possible lt started with one of my _ notes, “Kaenhdéshaki ° 
that all the groundwork has been laid for it to start being a mystery (Flamethrower) Girl,” and because lL felt like it sounded a : 
Series. little cool and stylish, | turned it into the more Japanese- : 
sounding “Hifuki Musume (the Girl Who Breathes Fire).” 
With that in mind, | hope you'll read the next volume. Then | thought about what word | could attach to it to 
make it even funnier, and the word “seishun (youth, 


Kyo Shirodaira adolescence)” came into my mind. l remembey mS C | 


